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Dacia & the Latin Roots
of the Romanian Language

Dacia si radacinile latine
ale limbii romane

A short, fact-checked history note from the LOVE Coin team — written so more people understand the
deep European roots of Romanian, and so LOVA Al can keep helping people translate and understand
each other across languages.

O scurta nota istorica, verificata, din partea echipei LOVE Coin — scrisa pentru ca mai multi oameni sa
inteleaga radacinile europene profunde ale limbii romane, iar LOVA Al sa continue sa ajute oamenii sa

traduca si sa se inteleaga reciproc.

Compiled May 2026 - Sources cited on the last page - EN (working) + RO (mother tongue)

Page 1 - lovecoin.life - Sources: Wikipedia, Britannica, World History Encyclopedia, peer-reviewed linguistics



LOVE Coin - History Notes - Dacia & the Latin Roots of Romanian

1. Who were the Dacians?
1. Cine au fost dacii?

The Dacians were an Indo-European people, closely related to the Getae and the broader Thracian world.
Their homeland — Dacia — was centered on Transylvania and the Carpathian arc, stretching to the Danube
in the south, the Black Sea in the east, and the Tisza in the west. It roughly overlaps with modern Romania
and Moldova, with parts of Bulgaria, Serbia, Hungary, Slovakia and Ukraine.

Dacii au fost un popor indo-european, inrudit indeaproape cu getii si cu lumea tracicd mai largad. Patria lor —
Dacia — era centratd pe Transilvania si arcul carpatic, intinzandu-se pGna la Dundre la sud, Marea Neagra la est si
Tisa la vest. Corespunde in mare cu Roménia si Moldova de azi, plus pdrti din Bulgaria, Serbia, Ungaria, Slovacia si
Ucraina.

Burebista: the first unified kingdom (~82-44 BC)

Burebista: primul regat unificat (~82-44 1.Hr.)

In the 1st century BC, King Burebista united several Dacian tribes into a single, powerful kingdom with its
political and spiritual center at Sarmizegetusa Regia. He was contemporary with Julius Caesar — and Caesar
himself reportedly considered a campaign against Dacia before his assassination in 44 BC.

In secolul I 1.Hr., regele Burebista a unit mai multe triburi dacice intr-un singur regat puternic, cu centrul politic si
spiritual la Sarmizegetusa Regia. A fost contemporan cu Iulius Cezar — care, conform surselor antice, a luat in
considerare o campanie impotriva Daciei inainte de a fi asasinat in anul 44 i.Hr.

Decebalus & the Roman conquest (AD 101-106)

Decebal si cucerirea romand (101-106 d.Hr.)

Two centuries later, King Decebalus rebuilt Dacian power and clashed with Rome. After two hard wars,
Emperor Trajan finally conquered Dacia in AD 106. Decebalus took his own life rather than be captured. The
wars are immortalized in stone on Trajan's Column in Rome — one of the most detailed visual records of any
ancient war that survives to this day.

Doud secole mai tdrziu, regele Decebal a reconstruit puterea dacd si s-a confruntat cu Roma. Dupd doud rdzboaie
grele, impdratul Traian a cucerit Dacia in anul 106 d.Hr. Decebal s-a sinucis pentru a nu fi luat prizonier. Rdzboaiele
sunt imortalizate in piatrd pe Columna lui Traian de la Roma — una dintre cele mai detaliate marturii vizuale ale
unui rdzboi antic, pastratd pdnd astazi.

Dacia Felix: a Roman province (AD 106-271/275)

Dacia Felix: o provincie romanad (106-271/275 d.Hr.)

For roughly 165 years, Dacia became the Roman province Dacia Traiana — also called Dacia Felix ('Happy
Dacia'). Trajan brought in colonists, soldiers, traders and administrators 'ex toto orbe Romano' — from
across the entire Roman world. They spoke Vulgar Latin: the everyday spoken Latin of the empire, not the
polished Latin of poets. This is the language that became Romanian.

Timp de aproximativ 165 de ani, Dacia a devenit provincia romand Dacia Traiana — numitd si Dacia Felix (‘Dacia
Fericitd'). Traian a adus colonisti, soldati, nequstori si administratori 'ex toto orbe Romano' — din intreaga lume
romand. Acestia vorbeau latina vulgarad: latina vorbitd zilnic in imperiu, nu latina slefuitd a poetilor. Aceasta este
limba din care s-a ndscut roména.
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2. From Vulgar Latin to Romanian
2. De la latina vulgard la limba roménad

Romanian is one of the Romance languages — the family that descends from Latin (Italian, Spanish, French,
Portuguese, Catalan, Sardinian, Romanian, plus several smaller languages). Within that family, Romanian is
the main living representative of the Eastern Romance branch.

Romadna este una dintre limbile romanice — familia care descinde din latind (italiana, spaniola, franceza,
portugheza, catalana, sarda, romdna si cdteva limbi mai mici). In aceastd familie, roména este reprezentantul
principal viu al ramurii romanice de est.

A 'Latin island' in a Slavic sea

O 'insuld latind' intr-o mare slava

Geographically, Romanian is unusual: it survived for centuries surrounded by Slavic, Hungarian, Greek and
Turkic languages, with no direct land link to the other Romance speakers in the West. Linguists often call it a
'Latin island' in a non-Latin sea. Despite heavy contact (especially with South Slavic languages), the core
grammar and core vocabulary stayed clearly Latin.

Geografic, romdna este neobisnuitd: a supravietuit secole intregi inconjuratda de limbi slave, maghiard, greaca si
turcice, fard legdturd terestra directd cu ceilalti vorbitori romanici din Vest. Lingvistii o numesc adesea o 'insuld
lating' intr-o mare nelatind. In ciuda contactului puternic (mai ales cu limbile slave de sud), gramatica si
vocabularul de bazd au rdmas clar latine.

Features Romanian preserved (and most cousins lost)
Trasaturi pdstrate de roménd (pierdute la majoritatea rudelor)
Two well-documented examples:

* Noun cases. Classical Latin had a full case system. Spanish, French and Italian flattened it down to almost
nothing. Romanian still uses a case system in nouns and articles (nominative/accusative, genitive/dative,
vocative).

* Neuter gender. Most modern Romance languages kept only masculine and feminine. Romanian preserved
a third, neuter gender (technically 'ambigen' — masculine in the singular, feminine in the plural), an
inheritance straight from Latin.

* Vocative case. Romanian still has a productive vocative ('loane!', 'mamal') — a direct continuation of the
Latin vocative.

Doud exemple bine documentate:

* Cazurile nominale. Latina clasicd avea un sistem complet de cazuri. Spaniola, franceza si italiona l-au redus la
aproape nimic. Roména incd foloseste un sistem de cazuri pentru substantive si articole (nominativ/acuzativ,
genitiv/dativ, vocativ).

* Genul neutru. Majoritatea limbilor romanice moderne au pdstrat doar masculinul si femininul. Romdna o
pastrat un al treilea gen, neutrul (tehnic 'ambigen' — masculin la singular, feminin la plural), mostenit direct din
latingd.

* Cazul vocativ. Rom@na are incd un vocativ productiv ('loane!’, 'mamda!’) — continuare directd a vocativului latin.

So is Romanian 'the closest language to Latin'?

Este romdna 'cea mai apropiatd limba de latind'?

Honest answer: it depends on what you measure. By phonology (sounds), most linguists rank Sardinian as
the closest to Classical Latin. By morphology (grammatical structure — cases, neuter, vocative), Romanian
preserves more of the Latin system than any other major Romance language. So both claims you sometimes
hear are partially true: Sardinian is the most Latin-sounding, Romanian is the most Latin-structured.

Rdspuns onest: depinde ce mdsori. Din punct de vedere fonologic (sunete), majoritatea lingvistilor considerd ca
sarda este cea mai apropiatd de latina clasica. Din punct de vedere morfologic (structurd gramaticald — cazuri,
neutru, vocativ), romana pdstreazd mai mult din sistemul latin decdt orice altd limbd romanicd majord. Deci
ambele afirmatii pe care le auzi uneori sunt partial adevdrate: sarda este cea mai 'latind' ca sunet, romdna ca
structura.
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3. Why this matters for LOVE Coin

3. De ce conteaza asta pentru LOVE Coin

LOVE Coin is built on a simple belief: technology should help people understand each other, not divide them.
LOVA Al — our assistant — already translates messages, sparks and posts across 7 languages, and helps
users from different backgrounds talk to each other in real time.

Every language carries a history. Romanian carries 2000 years of Roman, Dacian, Slavic, Greek and Turkic
contact — and it is still standing. Honoring that story is the smallest thing we can do in return for the trust
people from every corner of Europe place in our network.

LOVE Coin este construit pe o credintd simpla: tehnologia ar trebui sd ii ajute pe oameni sa se inteleagad, nu sa ii
dezbine. LOVA Al — asistentul nostru — traduce deja mesaje, spark-uri si postdri in 7 limbi si ii ajutd pe utilizatori
din medii diferite sa discute in timp real.

Fiecare limbd poartd o istorie. Romdna poartd 2000 de ani de contact roman, dac, slav, grec si turcic — si este incd
in picioare. A onora aceastd poveste este cel mai mic lucru pe care il putem face in schimbul increderii pe care
oamenii din fiecare colt al Europei o au in reteaua noastra.

Quick myth-check

Verificare rapidd a miturilor

* 'Romanians descend only from Romans.! — Inaccurate. Modern Romanians descend from a mix:
Daco-Getae + Roman colonists + later Slavic, Hungarian, Greek and Turkic contributions.

* 'Romanian is just Italian with a Slavic accent.! — Inaccurate. Romanian is a separate Romance branch
(Eastern Romance) that split from the rest very early, and it preserves Latin features Italian itself lost.

* 'The Dacians had no real civilization." — Inaccurate. They had fortified cities (Sarmizegetusa Regia),
advanced metallurgy, gold and silver mining, a calendar-aligned religious sanctuary, and could field armies
that gave Rome two of its hardest wars.

* 'Roménii descind doar din romani.' — Inexact. Romanii moderni descind dintr-un amestec: daco-geti + colonisti
romani + contributii ulterioare slave, maghiare, grecesti si turcice.

* 'Roména e doar italiand cu accent slav." — Inexact. Roména este o ramurd romanicd separatd (romanica de est),
care s-a desprins foarte devreme si care pdstreaza trdsdturi latine pe care chiar si italiana le-a pierdut.

* 'Dacii n-au avut o civilizatie reald." — Inexact. Aveau cetdti fortificate (Sarmizegetusa Regia), metalurgie avansatd,
mine de aur si argint, un sanctuar religios aliniat calendaristic si armate care au dat Romei doud dintre cele mai
grele rdzboaie.
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https://www.britannica.com/place/Dacia
[11] World History Encyclopedia (Dumitru, A., 2011) — Dacia.
https://www.worldhistory.org/dacia/
[12] Costa, L., European Journal of Language and Literature Studies — The Vocative Case: Romanian versus Latin.
https://revistia.com/ejls
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This document is informational, not academic. We have tried to stay close to mainstream scholarship and to flag where a popular claim
is only partially true. If you are an expert and spot an error, write to us — we will correct it.

Acest document este informativ, nu academic. Am incercat sd ramdnem aproape de cercetarea principald si sd semnaldm acolo unde o
afirmatie populard este doar partial adevdratd. Dacd esti specialist si vezi o eroare, scrie-ne — o vom corecta.
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